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No Bells,  
Reduced Congestion 
As you may be aware, we 
made the decision to go 
without bells this school 
year. Although it was a bit 
challenging for students and 
staff the first couple of 
days, I can not imagine turn-
ing them back on. When stu-
dents had 2-3 minutes to get 
from one class to the next, 
they would congregate in the 
halls on many occasions be-
cause their next class may 
be 2 doors down. By reducing 
the transition times, we have 
increased our Math and ELA 
blocks from 80 minutes to 
90 minutes and our Science 

and Social Studies from 40 
to 45 minutes. Students 
take their restroom and 
locker breaks from ELA and 
Math instead of all 455 stu-
dents trying to get a drink 
and use the restroom at the 
same time. The hallways feel 
dramatically different when 
we do not have the entire 
student body transitioning at 
the same time. To date, our 
office referrals are down 
over 300% and we firmly be-
lieve this is due to practicing 
routines and procedures and 
reducing the unstructured 
times in our hallways. This 
reduction in referrals leads 
to an increase in instruction-

al time for ALL students!! 
 
I have attached the links to 
two articles pertaining to 
going without bells. Please 
feel free to read when you 
get a moment!   
 
 

http://www.tttpress.com/blogs/
a-school-without-bells 

 

http://www.usatoday.com/stor
y/news/nation/2013/12/15/no-
school-bells/4011075/ 

          ~ PTO President,                        
             Erica Silvia 

One of the most challenging 
aspects of being a principal 
is hearing that a child is be-
ing picked on, harassed or 
bullied. Every student has a 
right to come to our school 
with a smile on their face 
and leave with one. No one 
has the right to take that 
smile away. 
 
A frustration that I share 
with many administrators, I 
am sure, is that I never see 
students being bullied or 
picked on. This is not be-
cause I am not visible 
throughout the day or that 

I am not engaging with our 
students, but rather when I 
am there, our students be-
have nearly perfectly!! The 
issue is, how do they behave 
when I am not? 
 
We have instituted a confi-
dential app on the website 
located in the parent/ 
student portal called See 
Something, Say Something. 
This allows a student to re-
port either being bullied or 
seeing another student be-
ing bullied. Many times when 
students see something, 
they worry about being seen 

coming to the office or com-
ing to me in the hall or cafe-
teria out of fear they may 
be a target in the future. 
We MUST change the cul-
ture to where telling an 
adult is safe and the right 
thing to do. Until we can get 
there, this form provides a 
confidential way for bully-
ing/harassing to be report-
ed. Please take a look.  Mr. 
Edwards and I receive an 
email every time the form is 
completed and we investi-
gate that day!! 

See Something, Say Something 

http://www.tttpress.com/blogs/a-school-without-bells
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You are probably aware that 
we have a Touchstone that 
we recite each morning.  
During Synergy, we are dis-
secting the Touchstone and 
covering each of the words 
so our current students feel 
more ownership. We are also 
in the middle of the 

ProgressBook 

Character Education 

Clubs 

We are excited to finally 
have our clubs up and run-
ning!! We had our first 
Club day on September 
15th and will continue to 
have clubs every Thurs-
day for the remainder of 
the year!! The first Club 
day was successful be-
yond even our lofty                
expectations! Clubs are 
for 40 minutes one time 
per week. We reduce               
academic blocks from 90 
minutes to 80 minutes in 

order to create this time. 
We will continue to evalu-
ate to assure that the 
gains we see by increasing 
connection opportunities 
for students outweighs the 
loss of 10 minutes a week 
per block of instruction 
time. Please ask your son 
or daughter about their 
club!!! Current Clubs  
include: 
 
Photography Drama/Acting 
Equine Science  

Nature Studies 
Kindness in Action  
Ambassador Club  
Live Announcements  
Let’s Craft 
Coloring/Relaxation  
Minecraft/Gaming  
Traditional Games  
Dance 
Peer Resolution  
Officiating  
Math Minds  
Math Club 
Typing Careers  
Bulletin Boards 
 

We have been working to 
get all of our students 
logged into their own       
ProgressBook accounts! 
Our goal is to have 100% 
of students and parents 
logged in and checking 
grades regularly.  
Each grade level has com-

mitted to updating PB on 
a regular basis (generally 
every week), so you can 
get a clear picture of 
where your son or daugh-
ter stands.   
 

#Touchstone campaign. 
Each synergy class created 
a # that is 4-10 words that 
captures the essence of the 
entire Touchstone.  Grade 
levels will narrow this down 
to one and then the entire 
student body and staff will 

vote on the winning 
Hashtag!! We plan to get 
two banners for outside 
with the Hashtag 
Touchstone and display 
them at each entrance. 



I greatly appreciate your 
patience as we work through 
the traffic pattern both  
before and after school. We 
are now to the point where 
we do not have tardies due 
to traffic and we have the 
line for dismissal and buses 
on the road by 2:50!!  Please 
remember, when all traffic 

patterns are ready, high 
school and elementary 
school parents will not be 
coming through the middle 
school parking lot so we                
anticipate even further                
improvements!! Thanks to 
Dr. Harbron for being with 
us every morning and after-
noon to assist!! 

 

We’re just a few weeks into 
the school year, and the 
PTO has already held its 
first event, with the grade 
7/8 activity night on                 
September 16th. Ninety-
four students enjoyed pizza, 
basketball, GaGa ball, music, 
and fun with friends before 
attending the high school 
football game. Thank you               
to those parents who volun-
teered their time. We’re 
hopeful that we’ll have               
even more help next time. 
Please keep in mind that the 
activity nights are our                
primary source of fundrais-
ing (although we’re always 
open to new ideas), and we 
need YOU to keep things                 
going!  

Our next meeting will be 
Tuesday, October 4th in the 
library, with our next event 
being the 5/6 grade activity 
night on October 21.  

Many of you have asked 
about BoxTops for Educa-
tion. We ARE collecting 
them and will have a collec-
tion box near the office in 
the next few weeks. Brenda 
Elswick is our Coordinator 
this year, and she will be or-
ganizing a contest soon.              
If you are unfamiliar with 
BoxTops, we earn 10 cents 
for every one turned in. 
They can be found on many 
brands, including Pillsbury, 
Hefty, General Mills, Kleen-
ex, Yoplait, and more. Go 
online to btfe.com for more 
information and to sign up 
for bonus opportunities. 

Another money-making op-
portunity we have is the             
A-Plus Rewards program 
through Colony Square Mall. 
The amount of our payout in 
May is based on the per-
centage of the total dollar 
amount of receipts we turn 

in. So, please keep ALL mall 
receipts, including Chipotle, 
Longhorn, & Roosters. They 
may be turned in at Custom-
er Service at the mall, or 
sent in to school. Also, we 
can earn even more if you 
pay your Verizon or AT&T 
cell phone bill at the mall. 

Finally, our WMMS PTO             
Facebook group has grown  
to 108 members, and if you 
haven’t joined yet, it’s not 
too late! This is a great             
resource for information, 
not just about the PTO, but 
about what’s going on at the 
middle school, in general).  
If you have questions,               
we can usually get them                
answered in a few hours              
(or less), and we even host  
“Chat with the Principal” 
every Thursday evening. 
Don’t miss out — join the 
group today!! 

PTO News 

Improved Traffic Flow 



MEET OUR MUSIC DEPARTMENT TEACHERS   

As part of our “Meet the Staff” column, 7th graders Rachelle Snyder and Christina Tang interviewed 
the members our music department this month.  

Knock, knock! Nope, just 

kidding. We tried to get a 

joke, but she’s just not a 

joke person. However,    

ASHLEY LINGER is a general 

music teacher for middle 

school and co-director of 

the Tornado Marching 

Band. Whoa!! Before she 

came to West, she also 

worked at Joann Fabrics. 

Some hobbies that she fan-

cied include quilting and 

costuming. She has 4 kids, 

(Greg, Raymond, Spencer, 

and Maddy), who are all 

very different, even though 

they are all very musical. 

She doesn't have any hid-

den talents, but does seem 

to be oddly good at home 

construction. If Mrs. Linger 

wasn’t a teacher, she 

would choose to open a 

diner or a costume shop in 

Columbus. She would ra-

ther be a dandelion than a 

rose because, like her, it is 

very down to earth. She al-

so stated that her spirit ani-

mal is a squirrel. Also, her 

zodiac sign is Libra. Just like 

her pal, Mr. Whetsone, she 

grew up listening to music  

and she enjoyed it more 

than anything. Some of her 

favorite instruments to play 

are the clarinet, flute, and 

baritone sax. Her favorite 

song to play is “Poulenc So-

nata for Clarinet” where 

she sings the beginning. 

Pink Floyd is her favorite art-

ist and her favorite songs 

are “Wish You Were Here” 

by Pink Floyd and “Classic 

Rock” by David Bowie. Mrs. 

Linger has met two famous 

people in her life, one be-

ing John Glenn, and the 

other Justin Hawkins, the 

lead singer of The Darkness. 

So, there’s two muffins and 

one says, “Wow! It’s really 

hot in here!” Then the other 

one says, “Holy cow, a talk-

ing muffin!” Anyway, that 

was a joke from your very 

own JOSH WHETSTONE. Mr. 

Whetstone has a few jokes 

up his sleeves, but he also 

has a hidden talent of 

street fighting. (Just kidding, 

that was also a joke from 

him!) Aside from the many 

jokes we heard during our 

interview, we also got to 

know a little more about 

Mr. Whetstone. When 

asked if he would rather be 

a rose or a dandelion, he 

answered dandelion be-

cause he wanted to be a 

constant pain to someone. 

Mr. Whetstone has had a 

short journey to West Musk-

ingum. He worked as a 

choir teacher in West Vir-

ginia before coming here 

to the “lovely” Ohio weath-

er. He has three daughters, 

ages 8, 3, and 4 months. 

Some of his favorite things, 

other than his daughters, 

are playing video games 

and wrestling. He said his 

dream job would be if he 

could do nothing and still 

make money. Maybe he’ll 

try to win the lottery! As you 

know, Mr. Whetstone is a 

music teacher and he basi-

cally grew up with music, 

always attending shows 

with his parents. He sings 

tenor and his favorite song 

to sing is “Solitary Dancer” 

while his favorite songs in 

general are “Music of the 

Night” and “Mus ica 

Animam Tangens.” He is al-

so a football coach and 

while working in that posi-

tion, he met Coach Jim 

Tressel. Mr. Whetstone’s zo-

diac sign is Sagittarius and 

his spirit animal is a badger, 

because he’s truly noble 

like a badger. “Chitter, 

Chitter, Out.” (If you were 

wondering, that’s the 

sound of a badger.) 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

ANDREW RUETZ is the high 

school and middle school 

band teacher. His hobbies 

include photography, hik-

ing in the woods, and of 

course, playing his trom-

bone. The hardest song 

he’s ever played on trom-

bone is 25 or 6 to 4 by Chi-

cago. His dream job would 

be as a professional pho-

tographer, or playing trom-

bone in a rock & roll band. 

Mr. Ruetz doesn’t really 

have any talents that he 

would consider “hidden,” 

but he does have the tal-

ent of putting something on 

his elbow, flipping his arm 

down, and catching said 

object. He has two chil-

dren—a son in 6th grade 

and a daughter in 2nd 

grade. His zodiac sign is 

Scorpio and his spirit animal 

is Kermit the Frog. He feels 

he is a rose, rather than a 

thorn because he’s 

“beautiful and works 

around thorny people.” Un-

like the other music teach-

ers interviewed, Mr. Ruetz 

didn’t grow up with music. 

In fact, he wasn't exposed 

to music until middle and 

high school, which led him 

to choose music as a ca-

reer. If you’ve ever met Mr. 

Ruetz, you know that he 

loves jokes. One of his fa-

vorites goes like this: “Two 

guys walk into a bar;  I was 

surprised the second one 

didn’t duck!” In his life, Mr. 

Ruetz has met  at least 2 

famous people—John 

G l e n n  a n d  J a m e s 

S w e a r i n g e n . 

October 4   PTO Meeting    6:00 PM 

October 21   5/6 grade Activity Night 

October 26  Harlem Wizards Assembly 

October 27  End of 1st grading period 

October 28   NO SCHOOL—Staff work day 

October 28   8th grade Spaghetti Dinner 

November 1  Report cards sent home 

    Parent/Teacher Conferences 3:00-8:00 PM 

November 2  7/8 grade Cookie dough Sale begins 

November 3  8th grade Reality Day 

November 4  1st Nine Weeks Awards 

November 9  PTO Meeting    6:00 PM 

November 10  Parent/Teacher Conferences   3:00-8:00 PM 

November 11  Veterans’ Day—NO SCHOOL 

November 16  Cookie dough sale ends 

November 18  7/8 grade Activity Night 

November 23-28 Thanksgiving Break 


